
We’re doing our bit to raise 
money, too

Here at the Royal Berks we have one aim: we 
want to make our intensive care unit the best in 
the country. We’re so determined to get these 
new machines that we’re doing everything we 
can to raise money ourselves. We’ve hosted 
a number of events, including a sponsored 
Zumbathon – and 48 members of our team even 
ran the Reading Half Marathon!

If we collect more than £45,000

If we manage to raise more than the £45,000 we 
need for the new machines, every penny will go 
to improve the facilities in our intensive care unit 
– whether that means buying more equipment to 
improve patient care, or upgrading our facilities 
for patients’ families.

Can you help us?

If you’d like to help us raise the money we need 
by taking part in one of our events, please talk to 
a member of our ICU team, who will be happy to 
help.

Otherwise, if you’d like to make a contribution, 
or raise funds yourself, please contact The Royal 
Berks Charity or use the form on this leaflet.
We’re immensely grateful for any donation you 
can make.

0118 322 6969 
charity@royalberkshire.nhs.uk
Text HAEM04 to 70070 

1 out of every 8 patients 
in intensive care suffers 
kidney failure 

Your contributions will 
help us save their lives

Funds for Filters Appeal

@

I would like to make a donation of £

Payment method:  Cheque                Cash                Debit card

Visa             Mastercard             Switch/Maestro

Name as it appears on card

Card number

Start date

Title

Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Email

By ticking this box you enable our Charity to claim an extra 25p from the 
Government, for every £1 you give and it doesn’t cost you a penny!
Please treat this and any subsequent donations to The Royal Berks Charity 
as a Gift Aid donation. To be eligible, you must pay enough tax in the UK 
to cover your donation.

Please Gift Aid my donation 

End date 3 digit security code

Please make cheques payable to Royal Berks Charity.
DO NOT SEND CASH IN THE POST

First name

Signature Date

Please send your donation to the following address:
Royal Berks Charity, London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AN

Donation

Thank you for your generous support
Registered Charity Number 1052720



“I have a medical condition that means, every so 
often, I succumb to a bug or infection and my 
condition deteriorates to such an extent that I 
find myself in the intensive care unti (ICU). 

At that stage my poor physical state can be quite 
frightening, but the care shown by the staff in the 
ICU and the air of calm they maintain, despite the 
pressures they face, is immensely reassuring.

On more than one occasion I have had to 
have support for my kidneys, when they were 
unable to cope with the toxins arising from my 
infections.

The ICU urgently needs new haemofilters to 
provide the best possible care for patients like 
me. Any donation you can spare will help the ICU 
to acquire them - and also support the wonderful 
people who may, one day, help you through a 
similar life-threatening condition. 

Kidney replacement therapy 
helps me - by David Rutherford

This haemofiltering can take anything from 24 
hours to several days to complete. But it means 
that nowadays, thanks to these machines, 95% 
of ICU patients completely recover their kidney 
function.

We need to raise £45,000 for 
new kidney treatment machines

It’s a sad fact that one in every eight people who 
find themselves in intensive care risks suffering 
kidney failure. Often, this is due to the failure of 
their other organs, which leads to infection and 
blood poisoning that their kidneys can’t cope 
with unaided.

Kidney replacement therapy machines filter 
the toxins from infected blood, and play an 
absolutely vital part in the patient’s recovery. 

Thanks to these machines, 95% of people with 
kidney failure in intensive care will completely 
recover their kidney function. But we need to 
replace our current machines with new ones.

Why we need new machines

Kidney replacement therapy (haemofiltering) is 
complex and requires frequent adjustments. At 
the moment, our nursing team spend much of 
their time manually recording the 15 different 
readings needed to keep track of each patient’s 
treatment. It’s a time-consuming task that must 
be done on an hourly basis.

The replacement machines we will buy use the 
very latest technology – they’re more efficient, 
have advanced safety functions and require less 
maintenance. Equally importantly, they will 
connect to our computer monitoring system, 
so we can constantly regulate each patient’s 
individual treatment and monitor their overall 
condition.
 
The machines will also free up our nursing team 
to spend more time doing what they’re good at –  
making sure our seriously ill patients receive the 
best possible care, and supporting their anxious 
family and friends during a very difficult time. 

Kidney machines save lives

At one time, the type of acute kidney failure 
suffered by patients in intensive care was, sadly, 
almost always fatal. Fortunately, since the 
1980’s, we’ve been able to treat people by using 
specialised machines that replace the functions 
of the kidneys, filtering the toxins from the blood 
and routing the clean blood back into the body.


